
 
 
 

ECLS 
King George VI Building 

Queen Victoria Street 
Newcastle Upon Tyne  

NE1 7RU 
 (email) james.tooley@ncl.ac.uk 

11th January 2017 

 

To whom it may concern 

 

RE: Literacy Hero Award Recommendation for Ms Ekta Sodha 

 

I am writing to recommend Ekta Sodha for your Literacy Hero Award.  

 

Ekta Sodha is absolutely an Unsung Hero of Literacy and Quality Education. I have known her 

since her days at Newcastle University when she was pursuing her Masters in Educational 

Management in 2006. While working on her doctorate on raising aspirations amongst poor 

communities with the eminent Professor Sugata Mitra, (winner of the 2014 TED prize), her 

father called her back to India. Her father had run schools serving poor communities in 

Jamnagar, Gujarat for many years; now he was finding many difficulties in reaching the 

communities, which was why he summoned for Ekta to return. For the five years since her 

return, she has worked tirelessly to improve the educational opportunities for these poor 

communities. She has succeeded beyond all expectations in raising literacy and educational 

standards in the family schools – initially there were two, while under Ekta’s tutelage she has 

increased this to eight, with more on the way.  

 

Because of her tireless work, Ekta has achieved the accolade of her school chain being ranked 

fifth best school in Gujarat by Digital Learning Magazine. In part this was using her experience 

with Professor Mitra to introduce innovate ways of learning, through using technology. Under 

her management, the teachers in her schools are provided with detailed lesson plans, while 

assessments are also conducted centrally, to ensure standardised content and delivery.  One of 

Ekta’s principles is that every child deserves the best in terms of quality, and that the design and 

finish of the buildings themselves help to raise aspirations and self-confidence and pride. To visit 

her schools – charging as little as Rs. 500 per month, including uniform and books – you can see 

Ekta’s point here. The design and construction of the buildings make you think that you are in a 

high end school, not a very inexpensive one; the way the children appear to respect themselves 

reflects that they too value Ekta’s approach.  

 

From the schools in Jamnagar that her father had created, Ekta wanted her schools to serve even 

poorer communities. Hence she opened her next school in the poor fishing village of Sikha, on 

the Gulf of Kutch, where the predominantly poor Muslim communities had access to no good 

school. Ekta’s work has transformed educational opportunities for these poor communities. She 

is opening other schools in similar sites soon.  
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In all work, Ekta manages with meagre budgets, and has to fight with unsympathetic state 

bureaucrats who often seem more interested in lining their own pockets than improving 

educational opportunities for the less blessed in her community. Nevertheless, she has 

successfully overcome these hurdles and barriers through the force of her charming character and 

persuasive personality.  

 

Finally, I should note that Ekta’s excellent educational work has found her a place on the 

national stage. Three years ago she was elected to be Vice President of the National Independent 

Schools Alliance (NISA), the umbrella body concerned with raising standards in low-cost private 

schools. She has recently been re-elected to the same position. In this way she is able to apply to 

lessons she has learnt in her own schools to help raise standards of literacy and educational 

quality across India.  

 

In short, I recommend her very highly indeed. Do contact me if you require any further 

information. 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 
 

 

Professor James Tooley 


